
  
1 

 

 

 

The 

MANE 

Idea 

 
 

   

          Mrs. Holly Lawrence and Mrs. Lisa Dixon created this beautiful rendition of Fort Lewis for the office.   

We are so happy to see new faces as well 
as familiar faces as we dive into a new 
school year!  Our goal is to help your 
children be the best and most inspired 
students they can be!  We do this by 
striving to make their learning 
experiences engaging and purposeful.  
By integrating C-Skills (communication, 
collaboration, creativity, critical 
thinking, and citizenship), our focus goes 
beyond testing to the development of 
the whole child.  Working together, we 
will make this year a success for each 
student! 

 

Mrs. Cindy Day, our new first grade 
teacher, joins us from W.E. Cundiff 
Elementary School.  With experience 
teaching students in both first grade and 
kindergarten, she is happy to be a FLES 
Lion!  When Mrs. Day is not teaching, 
she enjoys painting! 

Coming from Glenvar Middle School, 
Mrs. Kathy Mallette joins our preschool 
team.  We know her special education 

expertise and experience will serve our 
students well! 

 

Ms. Kate Elmore, a Roanoke College 
graduate, is teaching 5th grade math and 
science.  She has experience teaching 
these subjects as a long-term substitute 
at both Mason’s Cove and Penn Forest 
Elementary Schools.  When Ms. Elmore 
is not teaching, she enjoys playing with 
her Chocolate Lab puppy, Charlie! 

Mrs. Lisa Coleman, recently retired 
principal of Glenvar Elementary, will be 
with us one day each week this school 
year.  Mrs. Coleman will be stepping in 
when I have to be out of the building. I 
know you will make her feel welcome! 

Another helping hand will come from 
Mrs. Nancy Myers, retired assistant 
principal from Oak Grove Elementary, 
will be sharing her instructional 
expertise and providing administrative 
help! 

 

A BIG THANKS to the many volunteers 
who are helping to get our school year off 
to a great start!  PTA President and 
Treasurer, Mrs. Heather Marks and Mrs. 
Gretchen Alexander, have been working 
around the school to inspire our students 
with positive quotes.  Our resident artists, 
Mrs. Lisa Dixon (office) and Mrs. Holly 
Lawrence (kindergarten) have been 
putting their creativity to work in their 
beautiful painting of Fort Lewis 
Elementary School.  We know visitors will 
enjoy it for years to come! 

 

Welcome Back! 
 

August-September 2019 



 

 

THANKS to the members of the Fort 
Lewis Christian Church. They generously 
donated school supplies from their coffee 
house event this summer and provided 
summer food supplies to some of our 
families.  Many members are also 
donating their time and energy coming to 
assist our students in the cafeteria. 

We’d also like to thank Stanley Steamer and 
Family Dollar on West Main Street for their 
supplies donation to our students.   

Thanks to Officer Ayers for bringing some 
donations from Operation Homefront. 

For all of you who helped to Load the Bus at 
Walmart, we are grateful! 

Safety 

 Drills:  We will be holding our first 
Lockdown drill on Wednesday, 
August 21st.  The system has been 
updated to an automated system 
with a recorded voice.  Please assure 
your children that these drills are 
nothing to fear and that their 
teachers are committed to keeping 
them safe.  Our first fire drill will be 
either Thursday or Friday 
(depending on the weather). 

 Visitors:  Please remember to 
bring a photo ID when coming to 
visit or volunteer.  Our 
LobbyGuard system checks all 
visitors against the national 
registry for sex offenders.   
Student safety is our first priority.  
We appreciate your understanding 
and patience with school security 
measures.  

 

 
Students enjoy the first Friday 

Dance Party of the school year!   
 

 

 

 

Want to show your Fort 

Lewis Lion Pride?  

   
https://www.customink.com/g/qhr

0-00bx-tez0 

Copy the link above in your 
browser and you can order 
your very own PRIDE T-
shirt until Friday, 
September 6th!  The link 
can also be found on 
Facebook (our official Fort 
Lewis Elementary page and 
the Fort Lewis PTA page)  
Orders will be delivered in 
time for the FUN RUN! 
 
              Want a FLES  
              Magnet for your                     
car?  Magnets can be      

purchased for $5 in the main 
office or detach the order form 

from the newsletter.  Please 
make checks out to FLES PTA

EVERYBODY HAS A 

BUDDY! 
We are teaming up school-wide to be 
sure that “Everybody has a Buddy!”  
Our older students will be big buddies to 
our younger students as we partner up 
for engaging learning experiences.  Our 
first schoolwide Buddy Event will take 
place on Friday, September 13th (2 hour 
early dismissal and STEM Day).  
Students will explore Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math 
together as they collaborate for hands-
on fun! 

 

 

 
Thanks to our PTA for a wonderful staff 
brunch during the staff work week.  We 
appreciate all you do to help our school a 
special place.  Did you know that our PTA 
funds special programs, gives teachers 
money to spend on classroom needs, and 
provides additional resources for our school? 
Look for opportunities to volunteer and 
PLEASE JOIN PTA TODAY!!!! 

UPCOMING DATES-EVENTS 

 Friday, August 23rd 

PICTURE DAY!!!! 

 Monday, Sept.  2nd 

Labor Day (no school) 

 

 9-6-19 PTA Last Day to 

order PRIDE T-shirts! 

 10-09-18 PTA Board 

meeting 6pm  

 

 9-13-19 2 Hour Early 

Dismissal (Buddy STEM 

Day) 

 9-18-19 Interims sent 

home for some students 

 9-27-19 PTA sponsored 

FUN RUN! 

Prepared 

Respect 

Innovative 

Determined 

Empathetic 

With our new campaign of 
EXPECT Respect, we are off to a 
great start!  Daily, we reinforce 
practices and skills that promote 
self-advocacy, problem-solving and 
kindnes!! 

PTA 
 

https://www.customink.com/g/qhr0-00bx-tez0
https://www.customink.com/g/qhr0-00bx-tez0
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Roanoke County Public Schools has a new 
logo!  With Deeper Learning at the center of 
all we do, we are working to make our 
students well-rounded and OPPORTUNITY 
READY!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fort Lewis Lion Pride Magnet ORDER FORM 

 

Student Name _________________________ Grade _______ 

 

Homeroom Teacher  ______________________ 

                                                    Please write checks out to FLES PTA. 

                                                    Magnets will be sent home with the 

                                                       within 2 business days.  If sending  

                                                       cash, please send the exact amount.   

                                                       Checks are preferred. (Kids lose money!) 
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Reading a picture book to or with 
your child takes just a little time, 
but has great benefits.  Not only 
are you creating memories and 
nurturing your relationship, you 
are helping your child build a 
knowledge base and increase 
his/her vocabulary.   Keep your 
time together stress-free, helping 
to sound out words or taking 
turns reading.  Relate the 
storyline or text to the pictures.  
When you choose to read aloud 
to your child, you are promoting 
understanding and helping them 
learn the flow of language within 
a text.  All is TIME WELL SPENT!

 

                                                                    

This year, each morning, students at Fort 
Lewis say the Lion Pride Pledge. So, how do 
we recognize students who show Lion Pride?  
Lion Pride Shout Outs! During morning 
announcements, we recognize students who 
have gone above and beyond to help others 
and who make Fort Lewis a great place to 
learn! (Pictured below: 4th and 1st grade 
buddies meet for the first time!) 

 

 

4th and 5th graders along with kindergarten, 
collaborated to create two lions.  Each 
feather is an expression of Lion PRIDE as 
outlined in our pledge!  Thank you, Mrs. Kyle, 
for such a meaningful creation! 

 
Buenos Dios! Bonjour! 

      So far this year, we have learned how to 
greet each other in Spanish!  This month, we 
will greet each other in French and Spanish!  
Look for more languages to come as the year 
“grows on!”  Many students still remember 
and use morning phases including Chinese, 
Turkish, and Japanese! 

PICTURE BOOKS and beyond….. 

October 2019 
Check out our website and 

 like us Facebook! 

 

Prepared Respectful Innovative 
Determined Empathetic 



 

 

Wow!  The FUN RUN was a huge 
success!  Volunteers and 
contributors made the event a day 
to remember while helping to raise 
money for our school!  A special 
thanks to Crystal Hight for chairing 
this successful event! 

   

Upcoming Dates-events
 10-5 VT Hokie BugFest (Squies 

Student Center &Dowtntown 
Blacksburg) 10 AM – 5 PM Free 
Admission 
 

 10-07 and 10-8 NNAT Testing for 
2nd Graders 
 

 10-08 PTA Board Meeting 6:00 
PM 
 

 10-09 Early Dismissal Buddy 
STEM Day  
 

 10-11 End of 1st Grading Period 

 10-12 TheBridge Salem Church 
is “Serving Our City” by serving 
at Fort Lewis at 10:00 AM 
 

 10-14 Teacher Workday-Schools 
Closed  

 10-18 Picture Retakes and Class 
Pictures 

 10-25 Report Cards Sent Home 

 11/1 FALL FESTIVAL 

 11/5  Schools Closed, Election Day 

Calling creative students…  
Mrs. Smith is looking for a few seasonal 
designs that can be painted on a window 
to help decorate for the fall.  What does 
autumn look like to you?   

Keep your design simple enough that it 
can be painted.  All submissions will be 
posted, but only a few designs will be 
selected for painting. 

The artwork will be displayed on the 
windows October and November! 

OOPS!  Sometimes we 
need back-up (a plea 
from Nurse Valentine) 
 We are in need of unisex, elastic 
waist pants and sweatpants 
(anything stretchy!) Sizes needed 
range from 6-8-10-12, with medium 
(8) being the most essential. 
With the change of seasons upon us, 
as you are going through your 
children’s outgrown clothes, 
please consider donating (pants only 
– in the sizes above) to our school. 
Just send in w/your child 
in a bag & mark it for Nurse 
Valentine.  Thank you for helping the 
students at Fort Lewis! 

Art  News!! 

 

Just a reminder that sometimes the 

art room can be a little messy.  

Even washable paints may stain.  

Encourage your child to always do 

their best, but please don’t have 

them wear their best!!  Art class 

happens every six 

days…please check 

your child’s 

homeroom Encore schedule to find 

out when they will have art.  

The LION PRIDE PLEDGE 

I am PREPARED, ready to go. 
 

I am RESPECTFUL, to all I know. 

 

INNOVATIVE, I can be, 

When a problem faces me. 

 

I am DETERMINED,  

I do what it takes; 

 

I even learn from my mistakes. 
 

I am EMPATHETIC, caring, and 

kind. 

 

I can’t hide my LION PRIDE! 

R E D  R I B B O N  W E E K  –  

O C T O B E R  2 0 - 2 6 ,  2 0 1 9  

2019 RED RIBBON WEEK POSTER 
CONTEST The poster contest is a 
fun way for elementary students, 
throughout the Roanoke Valley, to 
be creative and show why it is 
important to be drug-free.  

2019 RAYSAC RED RIBBON WEEK 
POSTER CONTEST CRITERIA FOR 
ENTRIES 

 1. Must address the RRW theme: 
Send A Message. Stay Drug Free.  

2. Entry must be a poster.  

3. Must be a youth in grade K-5th. 
Must be a resident of Roanoke City, 
Roanoke County, Salem City, Craig 
County, or Botetourt County.  

4. Student’s name, grade, school, 
and contact phone number must be 
included with the entry. If possible, 
include email address for RRW 
contact.  

5. Students must produce all entries 
on their own. Judging is based on 
quality of artwork, originality, 
creativity, and neatness.  

Only individual entries are accepted. 
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY 10/25/19 at FLES or 10/30/19 AT 
12 NOON at the RAYSAC/BRBH 
OFFICE.   NO ENTRIES WILL BE 
ACCEPTED LATE!!!  

ENTRIES CAN BE DROPPED OFF 
BETWEEN 8:30AM-5:00PM AT THE 
RAYSAC/BRBH OFFICE (2720 
LIBERTY RD NW; ROANOKE, VA 
24012)  

CASH PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED 
FOR THE TOP THREE ENTRIES IN 
EACH GRADE! 1ST PLACE: $25 

 2ND PLACE: $15 

 3RD PLACE: $10  

Winners will be notified by 11/6/19 
and recognized at the Candlelight 
Ceremony on 11/10/19 at Hotel 
Roanoke. 

Principal’s Challenge!   
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November is our month of 
GRATITUDE at Fort Lewis.  We are 
focusing on expressing our 
thankfulness.  On Thankful 
Thursdays, we will celebrate a 
special person for whom we are 
thankful.   

 

The FALL FESTIVAL was a great success 
and a fun time was had by all who 
attended!  A big THANK YOU to the 
Roanoke County Sheriff’s Department for 
serving our school community warm hot 
dogs on a cold night!  We’d also like to 
thank Kona Ice for donating a portion of 
their profits to our school!  

Glenvar High School students had a great 
time and were a big help.  We appreciate 
Phuong Pinkerman for her hard work 
putting this event together! (More pictures 
can be found on our Fort Lewis PTA and 
school pages.) 

 
Our Usborne Books & More Book 
Fair is coming!  Boogie down to the 
Book Fair for some Rockin’ and 
Rollin’ because READING ROCKS! 
Every purchase benefits our school.  
Classes will come during their 
normal library day the first two days 
of the book fair November 14th and 
15th*.  Your child will be given the 
opportunity to purchase books or 
make a wish list.  November 18th 
and 19th are open shopping times.  
Please feel free to visit those days 
between 8-3.  You can also shop 
online at readwithmandy.com 
(select Fort Lewis Elementary before 
shopping).  

*11/14 – Lawrence, Watson, Zimmerman, 
Weikle, Elmore 
11/15 – Barrett, Day, Clifford, Balko, 
Meredith, Peters 
(Ms. Rottkamp’s class will be scheduled the 
following week due to the Spelling Bee  

Thanks for your support! 

 
Mrs. Deede Clifford of 2nd grade is 
leading an after school Minecraft 
Club for students in grades 2-5!  
Students will put their creativity to 
work as they use this fun, engaging 
digital engineering tool.  60 
students are participating!!! 

                        

Fun Fact:  Microsoft sent Minecraft 
programmers to Fort Lewis and 
some other RoCo schools to see 
how our teachers are using this fun 
tool in the classroom! They saw 4th 
graders using Minecraft to map the 
regions in Virginia and 1st and 4th 
grade buddies collaborating to 
integrate the standards of weather 
and American Indians to create 
virtual homesteads.  Needless to 
say, they were impressed! 

READING ROCKS! 

 

Our Attitude is Gratitude 
 

November 2019 
Check out our website! 

Catch us Twitter and Facebook! 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn--jSlIveAhXQc98KHQWvDp8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/turkey.html&psig=AOvVaw0QYso57RQvG5ahsVP0qBa1&ust=1539786174183626


 

 

 

Upcoming Dates-Events
 

 11/8 Friday:  5th Grade Field 
Trip to the Science Museum 

 11/11-11/13 UNITED WAY fund 
drive:  Students who bring $1 
Donation for the United Way 
will get to put a handstamp and 
their name on the window! 

 11/14-19th Usborne Book Fair 
11/14 5th Grade Spelling Bee  

 11/15 Friday: Dress up like a 
ROCK STAR 

 

  
 

 11/18-22  American Education 
Week 

 11/18 Dr. Ken Nicely, 
superintendent, visits FLES! 

 11/20  Lockdown Drill 

 11/27 STEM Buddy Day and 2 hr 
Early Dismissal (12:25) 

 11/28 Happy Thanksgiving! 

 12-04 4th Grade Colonial Day 

  12-11 PTA Meeting and 4th and 
5th Grade Winter Holiday 
Program   

 

You Can’t Hide Your 
Lion PRIDE! 

LION LEADERS is our new 
student leadership team that 
will be collaborating with staff 
and each other to have a 
positive impact on our school 
and community.  They will 
organize and lead school spirit 
and service activities. All 
students will have an 
opportunity to participate in 
these purposeful activities. 

Each week, one k-2 student and 
one 3-5 student who has been 
earned a PRIDE ticket (Prepared, 
Respectful, Innovative, 
Determined, and Empathetic) 
will be randomly selected to 
wear the Lion Pride Leader 
Award each Friday and have 
lunch with the principal. 

FACULTY NEWS  

We have some new additions!   

Welcome Loren Mallette to our 
preschool team!  We now have two 
“home-grown” Glenvar girls helping 
to nurture our littlest Lions! 

Welcome BABY BOY Ripken 
Carlson!  Proud mama, Casey 
Carlson (Learning Specialist), is back 
on board after welcoming this 
precious new addition to her family. 

           

Welcome BABY GIRL, Alaina 
Bratton!  Ashton Bratton, 
Instructional Assistant, is enjoying 
some quality time with her sweet 
little girl and will return in January.  

 

 

WE ARE GRATEFUL for our 
community supporters.  Thank you 
to theBridge Church in Salem. They 
all worked tirelessly helping to 
beautify and maintain our school 
grounds. 

 

Restoration Church in Salem 
relentlessly tackled the garden beds 
and fence-line trees on the 
playground. 

  

For more school news: follow us on 
Twitter @FortLewisElem 
#LionPride 

 

On Facebook, “like” our PTA page 
and official school page for up-to-
date news and pictures! 
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With so many things happening at 
the Fort, it was such a challenge 
picking the photos for this holiday 
edition of the newsletter. The school 
is alive with laughter, learning, and 
of course, Lion PRIDE!  Pictured 
above:  Each week, 3 students will be 
selected to be Pride Leaders by 
drawing tickets from the PRIDE 
bucket.  Students wear the Lion 
Emblem all day and have lunch with 
the principal. 

Lion Leaders has finally gotten off 
the ground.  These student 
representatives are participating in 
leadership training, organizing, and 
leading our students in a variety of 
service and spirit activities.                                   

 

It has been said that if you are 
thankful for what you have, what 
you have will be enough.  For some 
of us, this is much more challenging.  
As we move through this season 
with grateful hearts, we also lend a 
helping hand.   

 

In November, the large number of 
turkey handprints adorning our 
windows showed how generous the 
Fort Lewis family was in giving to the 
United Way! 

As we enter December, our Lions 
lend another helping hand as 
students donate food items and 
coats (new and used) for those in 
need in our community.  Let’s keep 
the Lion Mane growing!  

 

These girls look silly, but they have 
been doing some serious training!  
Girls on the Run is a non-profit 
program that works to encourage pre-
teen girls to develop self-respect and 
healthy lifestyles through interactive 
lessons and running games, 
culminating in a celebratory 5k run.  
These girls will show their stuff on 
Saturday, December 7th at Green Hill 
Park!  Come by at 9:00 AM and cheer 
them on! 

             

Tis the SEASON! 
 

December 2019 
Catch us Twitter and Facebook! 

 



 

 

PTA NEWS:   
Happy Holidays! We know that 
this time of year can be extremely 
busy, but especially fun for 
families with little kids. We have 
some exciting events coming up 
that we hope will help add some 
cheer to your holidays.  
 
We start off this month with our 
first Skate Night on Friday 
December 13th, from 4-10pm at 
the Skate Center of Roanoke 
Valley on Brandon Rd. We are 
selling tickets every day for $4 
each. Please send in with your 
students clearly labeled and we 
will send tickets home. We know 
the students will have a blast 
spending time together during this 
event. Let’s show the Skate 
Center our Lion Pride! 
 
We also have our annual Holiday 
Shop on December 11th-13th. 
Each class will have a chance to 
shop for family and friends. This is 
one of our favorite events of the 
year and we enjoy seeing the 
students spreading cheer and 
thinking of others. If you would 
like to sponsor a child please 
send in $10 in an envelope 
labeled “holiday shop sponsor, 
attention Stacy Brock” any time 
before December 11th, we will 
work with the school office and 
teachers to determine children 
who may need the money to shop 
for family. Look for more 
information to come home in 
Tuesday folders. 
 
Other PTA notes: 
- If you haven’t already, please 
sign up for community rewards on 
both Kroger and Amazon 
websites. They give a portion of 
the money you spend with them 
back to the school. This is an 
easy way to give back. 
- We continue to do projects 
around the school to help brighten 
the school up and bring positive 
messages. 

- Coming this spring: Square One 
art projects, bingo, and teacher 
experiences auction. 
Thank you for all your support! 

 

Buddies abound at FLES!  This fall 
has provided many opportunities for 
students and their buddies to 
collaborate.  Students learn to 
collaborate, communicate, use 
critical thinking, and creativity. We 
are building school citizens by 
encouraging mentoring relationships 
across the grade levels.   

 

5th and 2nd graders work together to 
build parade floats.  

.  

1st and 4th Grade Buddies tell Turkey 
Tales using Flipgrid! 

 

 

  

Lion PRIDE Dress-up Days! 

Wednesday, Dec. 4th: Do you like 

elves?  The Grinch?  Wear green 

today! 

Friday, Dec. 6th: Dress up as your 

favorite winter holiday movie, 

book, or traditional character. Be 

creative!  You can even create 

your own holiday character! 

Tuesday, Dec.10th: Reindeer day!  

Dress as a reindeer or wear your 

favorite holiday headgear! 

Wed. December 11th: Wear RED! 

Thurs. Dec. 12th: Ho-Ho-Ho 

down!  Cowboy day! 

Friday:  December 13th:  Wear a 

scarf for Snowman Day! 

Mon, Dec. 16th:  Sparkle, sequin, 

gold, and silver day! 

Tues. December 17th:  Holiday 

shirt or sweater day!  Tacky or 

tasteful! 

Thurs. Dec. 19th: Elf on a Shelf 

Day!  Elfie Selfies 

Friday. Dec. 20th: PJ DAY!   

    

 



 

 

 

Upcoming Dates-Events
 Wednesday, 12/4 Colonial 

Day- 4th and 1st Grades 

 Tuesday, 12/10, PTA 
Meeting and 4th and 5th 
Grade Winter Holiday 
Program  6:30 PM 

 Wednesday, 12/11 Holiday 
Shop open for select 
classes  

 Thursday, 12/12 Holiday 
Shop open for select 
classes  

 Friday, 12/13 Students 
missing their scheduled 
time can shop at the 
Holiday Shop  

 Friday, 12/13 SKATE 
CENTER event for FLES 
4:00–10:00 

 Tuesday, 12/18 Grades 
3&5 Field Trip to GHS, 1st 
and 4th Grade Field Trip 

 12/23 – 1/6 Winter Break - 
NO SCHOOL 

 1/7/2020 School is open 
for the new year!  

 

 

      

 

REMINDERS 

 School starts at 7:45 AM 

sharp. 

 Send in a healthy snack 

each day 

 Check planners and 

Tuesday folders 

 Bring a warm coat/jacket 

for recess 

 Please be sure to update 

any contact information 

if you have changes 

(phone numbers, 

emergency contacts) in 

case we encounter winter 

weather. If it is likely 

that another adult will 

pick up your child, please  

call the school that day 

to let us know.  

 

                              

 

 

 

Minecraft Education A year 

ago, Deede Clifford was 

interviewed for her use of 

Minecraft in the classroom.  Now 

she leads the first FLES Minecraft 

Club which will be wrapping up 

soon.   

 

  
 

Over 70 students  have 
participated!  Thank you Mrs. 
Clifford! (Can you find her in the 
picture?) 

 

 

The faculty and staff of Fort Lewis 
Elementary wish you and your family a 
holiday season filled with love, laughter, 
and good memories.  We are thankful to 
be part of such a wonderful community.  
Have safe travels and we will see you in 
January!       

 

https://twitter.com/PlayCraftLearn
https://twitter.com/PlayCraftLearn
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2020 arrived after a busy December 
and a much needed winter break.  In 
December, our Girls on the Run club 
ran a 5K, our 4th and 5th graders 
performed holiday hits, Colonial 
Day, Field Trips, elf days,class 
parties, and food drives.  As we head 
into February our students are 
enjoying new adventures and 
learning opportunities.  

Thanks  We’d  like to share our 
gratitude for the Fort Lewis 
community including the churches, 
organizations, and individuals who 
showed support to our students for 
the holidays in the form of money for 
gift cards, food, clothing, and gifts.  
Thanks to:  Fort Lewis Christian 
Church, The Bridge Church in Salem, 
the Women’s Club, the Needlepoint 
Guild of America, and the teachers 
and individuals who donated.   

         

     DEEPER LEARNING            

 

4th Graders at the Taubman 

    Learning is about more than 
memorization and skill building, 
it’s about engaging and 
purposeful experiences both in 
and out of the classroom.  

 

 

 

1st and 4th Graders experience Colonial 
Days first hand. Fun was had by all! 

 

Students participated in activities 
including: baking, game playing, and 

experiential learning. 

 

January/ February 2020 
Check out our website! 

Catch us Twitter and Facebook! 
 

                                   Girls on the Run completed their 5K at Green Hill Park! 



 

 

A HUGE THANKS to the dedicated 
volunteers who contribute so much 
of their time and heart to make 
FLES special place.  A special shout 
out to Stacy Brock for another 
successful Holiday Shop.  

 

PTA NEWS 

SKATE NIGHT!!!!  The Skate Center 
at 4121 Brandon Ave will be closing 
to welcome Fort Lewis families on 
Tuesday, February 4th from 6-8 PM 
for $4 dollars each (additional 
activities will cost more).  Come 
enjoy a fun time with family and 
friends! 
THANKS FOR SUPPORTING PTA! 

 

 2/4 Tues SKATE NIGHT at the 

Skate Center 6-8 PM 

 2/11 Tuesday  

5:30 PM PTA Board Meeting  

6:30 PM (Students arrive at 6:15) 

2nd & 3rd Grade Program-“Gotta 

Be Jazz!” 

 3/6  2nd and 5th Grade Field Trip  

 3/13 Teacher Workday (possible 

make-up day) 

 3/20 BINGO/Raffle NIGHT!!!! 

 3/31 4th Grade Field Trip 

 
This flu season has arrived with a 
vengeance.  Please keep your 
child home if they have a fever 
or if you think they are ill. Ms. 
Suzy and Mr. Ernie are working 
hard to keep the building 
sanitized, but it has been a 
challenge this year.   

 
 
 

 
Mr. Scott, Mr. Castro, and Mr. 
Isbell welcome and send off our 
students with a smile and a sense 
of humor come rain or shine. 
 

National School Counseling Week 

February 3-7 

Thank you Mr. Scott for your 
dedication to our students both 
in and out of the classroom.  He 
coordinated all of our holiday 
giving and keeps our morning 
announcements focused and 
poitive. He has worked to teach 
our students Lion PRIDE, to 
Expect Respect, and many other 
life skills that help make our 
students “Opportunity Ready.” 
We appreciate all he does each 
and every day!   
 

 
 
Students showing PRIDE 
(prepared, respect, innovative, 
determined, empathetic) earn 
tickets and may be selected to be 
our PRIDE Leaders! 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to the Sheriff’s 
Department for their 
dedication to our schools and 
students!       
    

  
D 

Deputy Alex Wertz helps a student 
with math. 

  

       

Even teachers keep learning…  
Mrs. Meredith, Mrs. Barrett, 
Mrs. Clifford and Ms. Clifford 
attended training with Project 
Learning Tree. 

 
Students in Ms. Elmore’s science class learn 
about the rock cycle.  Like RoCo Science on 
Facebook to see how students around the 
county are learning.  

BE HEALTHY! 
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            BEN DISPLAYS AND SELLS HIS CREATIONS AT THE MAKER FAIRE.   

Fort Lewis was well represented 
at Roanoke’s Maker Faire at the 
Science Museum of Western Virginia 
on February 22, 2020.  5th grader, 
Ben Sowden, shared his talents 
along with other area students and 
educators.  He demonstrated his 
talents and shared his artwork, even 
selling some of his creations!  This 
young artist hopes to work for Pixar 
someday!  We can’t wait to see what 
he will achieve! 

 

PRIDE Leaders ROAR…Students 
lead the way in showing they are 
Prepared, Respectful, Innovative, 
Determined and Empathetic!  Thank 
you for leading by example! 

 
 

PTA NEWS  
The Skate Center Event was a blast!  
We look forward to more family-
friendly events like this!  Next up?  
The Spring Fling! 
 

 

 
 

Did you know that teachers are able 
to buy classroom resources to enrich 
your child’s learning experiences 
THANKS TO THE PTA?  Please 
consider giving your support by 
linking your Kroger card for 
community rewards.  That’s free 
money, so please link your card! 

  

March 2020 
Check out our website! 

Catch us on Twitter and Facebook! 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

COMING UP SOON… 

Spring FLING! 

March 20th (Friday night!). This 
year, teacher experiences will be 
won by raffle! We will also be 
continuing our new tradition of B-
I-N-G-O where students can win 
books and other prizes including a 
Kindle!  

The Roanoke County Sheriff’s 
Department will be serving up 
free hot dogs and snow cones for 
our students and families! 

It’s going to be 

a family fun time! 

 

 

Fort Lewis MATHATHON!  
Fort Lewis will support St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital 
while building our math skills! 
Look for details in the April 
Newsletter! 

 

March Events  

 3/08 SPRING FORWARD 

turn your clocks up one hour 

 3/10 Tuesday 

Gifted Art Reception Central 

Office 5:30-7:00PM 

PTA Board Meeting 6:00 PM 

 3/13 Friday Teacher 

Workday-No School 

 3/17 Tuesday Wear Green St. 

Patrick’s Day 

 3/20 Friday SPRING FLING 

with BINGO! Wear your 

favorite Tie Dye! 

 3/26 Thursday Report Cards 

come home 

 3/27 Friday Mathathon 

Kick-off 

 

And in April…… 

 4/1 Wednesday 

5th Grade Field Trip to NC 

Zoo 

 4/6-10 SPRING BREAK     

No School 

 4/17 Friday Mathathon Ends 

 4/21 Tuesday Variety Show 

SOL Testing for students in grades 

3-5 will be starting as we head into 

May.  If you have out of town plans 

or questions about testing, please 

contact Kim Smith or Joe Scott.  

khsmith@rcps.us, jscott@rcps.us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lion Leaders News 
The Valentine Grams were a big 
success as was our school’s 
donations for Soup for Seniors.  
Student collections are displayed 
as a giant pictogram (created by 
our 3rd grade Lion Leaders) in the 
hallway outside of the office.  (A 
few “soup cans” have fallen off 
the wall, so the count is a bit off! 
) The 5th Grade Lion Leaders are 
now leading the charge to solve 
some weekly math problems 
using this display!  Encourage 
your child to give the challenge a 
try!   

ALSO new, the Lion Leaders have 
created an official JOKE BOX 
where students can submit a joke 
for consideration on the 
announcements! 

 

 
We are excited to announce that 
Jenny Griffin, Assistant Principal 
at Glenvar Elementary, will be 
joining us as Assistant Principal 
2 days per week next school year!  
Welcome Mrs. Griffin! 
 
 

Faculty and Staff News! 

 

mailto:khsmith@rcps.us
mailto:jscott@rcps.us


 

 

Health and Safety  Be sure you 
received the recent email 
regarding the district’s response 
to global heath concerns.  Feel 
free to call if you have questions! 

 

 
 
School Meals?  They are 
Outta This World!  Thanks to 
Mrs. Frye, Mrs. Bramble, and 
Mrs. Spradlin for keeping our 
kids happy and fed.  They 
always go the extra mile to 
ensure the students have a 
positive experience.   
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FORT LEWIS FAMILY, 

As we move through this beautiful 
time of year, birthday 
celebrations, holiday celebrations, 
worship services, community 
services, shopping, and learning 
have all taken new form.   

We never could have predicted 
that our world would be turned 
upside down and our school year 
would end in our homes. The 
challenges we are facing now are 
unexpected and unprecidented.   

There have been gifts along with 
the challenges. Students, 
teachers, and families are 
exploring new and innovative 
ways to learn and connect. 
Parents are more engaged in their 
children’s learning experiences. 
Many of us have been able to 
slow down and reconnect more 
deeply with our families.  

Please know that we are here to 
support you in helping your child 
learn and grow. We are all in this 
together. Together we will get 
through this.   

  

CONTACT US:  Reach us by 
phone (540) 387-6594 or email 
khsmith@rcps.us, (Kim Hires 
Smith, principal), jscott@rcps.us 
(Joe Scott, counselor) if you need 
support, encouragement, or if you 
have ideas or concerns.  You can 
also reach your child’s teacher by 
phone and email. 

  You can also reach out for 
information using the Roanoke 
County Public Schools hotline 
at 540-562-3791 or technology 
support at techsupport@rcps.us. 

 

 

April is AUTISM AWARENESS 
Month.  Although we aren’t in school 
to wear blue, we encourage 
everyone to build on our post on 
Facebook and post your support in 
the form of a selfie or picture of your 
student or family in BLUE!   

  

Why is the letter ‘A’ like a flower? 

A Bee comes after it!   

Social Distancing 
Edition April-May 2020 

Check out our website! 

Catch us Twitter and Facebook! 
 

mailto:khsmith@rcps.us
mailto:jscott@rcps.us
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We have experienced a deep 
sense of community and Lion 
Pride: delivering lunches and 
materials, video-chats, signs, 
photos, the staff car parade, and 
Facebook posts. The strength in 
our community is evident. 

 

Another way to show our solidarity 
and Lion Pride?  Attached, you will 
find a unique creation by our art 
teacher, Mrs. Rebecca Kyle.  We are 
in the process of making this a T-
Shirt that will be available to our 
school community. 

In the meantime, please feel free to 
print and color this beautiful design 
and hang it in your window.  (If you 
need a printed copy, email 
khsmith@rcps.us)  

 

Beginning on Monday, April 20th, 
please post your colored Lion where 
families can drive through their 
neighborhood to enjoy seeing our 
fellow LIONS.  We also challenge 
you to make a lion of your own to 
display in your window.  How many 
Lions will you find?   

 

This is an ideal time to 
explore interest-based 
learning.  Let your child’s 
interests be your guide in 
driving new learning.  A child 
is much more willing to read 
and write about a developing 
or passionate interest.  Have 
your child take a hand at 
fiction or research a topic and 
report on it!   

   
Share your LEARN AT HOME 
projects through pics! Email Mrs. 
Smith your home learning pictures 
and see them on our FB Page or on a 
display of our hard work for our 
next Back to School Night.  
(khsmith@rcps.us)   

 

Some learn best with online 
resources, others design and create. 
Writing about your experiences can 

help your child process current 
events and give parents and 
teachers insights as to their 

adjustment to this shift in life.   

 

Music and motion is a great way to 
boost your child’s mood and 

promote body to brain neurological 
connections.   

 

Virtual tours of historic sites and 
museums are available online.   As 
you learn about our past, help your 
child consider how the events in our 

history have shaped our beliefs, 
laws, and lifestyles today. 

 

Science is all around us.  Some will 
enjoy exploring online while others 
will learn from watching the season 
unfold with spring flowers around 

us. Plant some seeds and have your 
child keep observations (writing or 

pictures) and measurements!

       

Creating models is another way to 
help students understand a new or 
abstract concept.  We are here to 

help if you need an idea, guidance, 
or resources for a project.   

    

mailto:khsmith@rcps.us
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PTA NEWS Square 1 Art orders 
will be coming in the end of April.  If 
you ordered something, we will be in 
touch!   

Interested in contributing your time?  
If you are interested in taking on the 
task of PTA Membership, please 
contact Heather at 
hmarks710@gmail.com. 

   

Have you taken the time to connect 
your Kroger card with Fort Lewis?    
Kroger will credit our schools with 
free money as you do what you’ve 
always done (well, maybe from the 
curbside and a bit less toilet paper 
than usual).  Please take a few 
minutes to look into this option to 
support our school.    

     

 

Why was the bunny so 

sad?   

He was having a bad 

hare day! 

 

On Thursday,  March 26th, 

Fort Lewis staff along with the 
Roanoke County Sheriff’s Office 
paraded through the neighborhoods 
waving and honking their horns as 
students, families, and neighbors 
waved and shared signs, showing 
their Lion PRIDE!   

 

It was a heartwarming experience for 
all involved and just what was 
needed during this extended 
absence.   

 

A senior citizen from our community 
called the Sheriff’s Office to share 
her joy over the experience after 
being alone in her house for an 
extended amount of time.  It was a 
great reminder to reach out to those 
in our community who may be 
especially isolated.   
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    Thank you to the lunch crew!  We will all miss our deliveries to you in the community 
as we switch to primarily a pick up system.  It was truly our pleasure to serve you.  If 
you would like to participate in our meal program, please let us know (online or give us 
a call).  We will be doing pick up meals 5 days a week at one of 8 locations in 
Roanoke County from 12 – 1 PM Monday through Friday.  You will only need to pull 
up and pop the trunk. 

 
Pictured from left to right:  Mrs. Frye (cafeteria manager), Mr. Chris (Bus 66), Mr. Scott (School 
Counselor), Mr. Ronnie (Bus 169), Mrs. Cockes (IA), Kim Smith (Principal), Ms. Loren (PK IA), Ms. 
Carol (Bus 215), Ms. Robin (Bus 219), Mr. Isbell (PE)  Missing:  Ms. Madison (PK IA), Ms. 
Southworth (IA), Mrs. Ferries (IA), Ms. Ashley (IA) and Mrs. Bratton (IA). 

Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke?  It might CRACK UP!!!! 
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